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Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your 
name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, 
you evildoers!’”

Genesis 15:8-18A (NIV)
But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?” So the Lord 
said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and 
a young pigeon.” Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves 
opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. Then birds of prey came down 
on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep 
sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. Then the Lord said to him, “Know 
for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not 
their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. But I will punish the nation 
they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. You, however, 
will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation 
your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full 
measure.” When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing 
torch appeared and passed between the pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant 
with Abram…

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)
God made him who had no sin to be a sin offering for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.

1 John 4:16-18 (NIV)
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives 
in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is 
not made perfect in love.

1 John 5:3 (NIV)
In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome… 
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The Gospel Prayer 
“In Christ, there is nothing I can do that would make You love me more, and nothing I have 
done that makes You love me less.”

Reflection Questions:
1) If you were to die today and God were to ask you, “Why should I let you into heaven?”   
What would you say? On a scale of 1-10, how confident are you in your answer?

2) Read Matthew 7:21-23
What questions does this text raise for you about God’s judgement of our lives?

3) What are some key differences between religion and the gospel? What is the difference 
between living a “religious” life and a “gospel-centered” life? Do you see evidence of a 
religious heart in yourself? Why is it dangerous to believe that our acceptance by God is tied 
to our obedience to Him? What is the right motivation for obedience? How can we discern 
what our real motivation is?

4) How would you define faith and repentance? Why are they considered “two sides of the 
same coin”?

5) If you have placed your faith in Christ, what is your story of coming to that commitment? 
If you haven’t, what keeps you from doing that? Have you considered following the example 
of Jesus and the command of Scripture to be baptized? If you have not, what keeps you 
from doing that?


